Career History

Raymond McKewen is a Certified Practising Accountant.

In 1967 Raymond McKewen joined the Australian Taxation Office after 12 months as a trainee accountant with Repco.  He remained with the Australian Taxation Office until 1982.  While at the Australian Taxation Office he worked firstly as a Income Tax Assessor and subsequently as Income Tax Investigator and Trainer for new investigators.

In 1971 he completed his accountancy course and was admitted to the Australian Society of Accountants on 13 June 1971.  On 16 July 1982 he was admitted to the Australian Society as a Certified Practising Accountant.

In 1982 he joined the Special Prosecutor, R.V. Gyles Q.C. in his investigations into the "bottom of the harbour" frauds.  He was engaged on secondment from the Australian Taxation Office as a senior member of a multi disciplined investigative team enquiring into tax avoidance schemes.

At the conclusion of Mr Gyles' term as Special Prosecutor, he was asked to remain with the new office of the Director of Public Prosecutions to continue the management and financial work he had been undertaking.  He remained with the Director of Public Prosecutions until 1985 when he joined the National Crime Authority as Chief Financial Analyst and later, Director of Accounting.

Whilst with the National Crime Authority he was responsible for some of the most advanced investigative accounting work in relation to asset tracking and confiscation of assets undertaken in this country.  He was also involved in the training and development of a team of financial analysts for the Authority.

In April 1986 he returned to the Director of Public Prosecutions Office to form a newly created unit designed to support the investigative and legal efforts aimed at stripping criminal offenders of any financial reward.  His work in this area, which involved both systems and financial analysis, contributed greatly to the overwhelming success of that initiative in its early days.

Ray McKewen resigned from the public service in 1987 to commence private practise. Initially he was involved in the development of risk assessment and fraud control plans for government agencies, in line with the Government(s new initiatives for the prevention of fraud, waste and mismanagement.  Following the development of these plans he undertook risk assessments and prepared fraud control plans for Commonwealth government agencies.

Following from this work and as a consequence of the growing need for expertise in the detection and investigation of fraud and related matters he formed, and is presently a principal in the firm Lexiq.  

Mr McKewen was also a director of Kroll Associates (Australia) Pty Ltd for the years that Kroll operated in Australia.  Kroll are arguably the largest business consulting firm of its type in the world.

Mr McKewen concentrates on forensic, financial and corporate investigation and analysis, risk assessments, fraud control, general investigations, crisis management and specialised training as well as litigation support and the provision of expert evidence in court.  He has worked both in Australia and internationally on complex investigations.  

He currently advises and consults to Government, insurance companies, large retailers and other organisations.  He also lectures in the above and related fields.

He has been invited to lecture to the Australian Police Staff College, the Federal Police College, the New South Wales Police, the Australian Taxation Office, the Australian Institute of Credit Management, the NSW Environment Protection Authority and numerous seminars on the methods and techniques of asset tracking, analysis, investigation techniques and the benefits that flow from document control in these activities.  He has also participated in the organisation and presentation of a one week seminar in Suva, Fiji, conducted at the request of the Australian International Development Assistance Bureau, with fraud and corruption as its basic theme.

He also has a close interest in and involvement with the development of automated data processing as a tool in these areas.

He has provided advice and undertaken assignments for the private sector, Federal Government and State Governments in relation to fraud prevention, detection and control, strategic planning and investigation and asset tracing and confiscation.

Some Major Clients

· Indonesian Government:



Bapindo Bank Fraud, money trails 

· BIL (NZ) Holdings Ltd: 




Analysis of transactions and international searches

· NRMA Ltd





Fraud and probity enquiries

· NSW Crime Commission;



Forensic Accounting

· Woolworth’s Ltd





Forensic Accounting

 

· Australian Government Solicitor:


Forensic Accounting

· Toyota Motor Corporation/Resource Australia:
Fraud and probity enquiries.

· Ethnic Affairs Commission:



Fraud and probity enquiries

· Sydney Water:





Fraud and probity enquiries


